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TRADE LIBERALISATION

THAILAND GETS READY TO SPREAD ITS
VETERINARY EXPERTISE IN ASEAN REGION
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DR ACHARIYA SAILASTA, president of the Thai Veterinary Medical Association, says the Kingdom's position as a major food

cal Assnﬁmlloﬁ e Raya Pattonade

tai R,

D
m(ﬂTHNm
Lz 255109 FaxA6AL: s

n'&l’ﬂ\b( 1019

exporter could explain the superior quality of its veterinarians.

High quality of personnel would give
them a clear advantage in the area
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THE NATION
hailand has great potential to
I export veterinarians to cash
in on Asean trade liberalisa-
tion, Dr Achariya Sailasuta, presi-
dent ofthe Thai Veterinary Medical
Association under Royal Patronage
(TVMA), said in an exclusive inter-
view with The Nation.
“Thailand is the strongest coun-
try in producing quality veterinar-
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ians compared with other countries
in Asean,” she said.

Achariya, who is also secretary-
general of the Federation of the
Asian Veterinary Associations, said
Thailand’s position as major food
exporter could explain the superior
quality of its veterinarians, who are
in charge of the entire food-pro-
duction chain.

She gave the example of Charoen
Pokphand, which has a strong busi-
ness foothold in raising animals for
food in China.

NATION

The group recruited hundreds of
veterinarians from Thailand to
work in its farms and processing
plants in China to prevent animal
diseases and maintain food safety
and quality control,

Many Thai vetennanans work
abroad, including in North America
and Europe, in laboratories and
research and development, as well
as at international agencies-such as
the Food and Agriculture Organisa-
tion and World Organisation for
Animal Health (OIE).

“Veterinarians are not only ani-
mal doctors but also creatorsof food
production. They are involved

actively in all processes of the food
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chain from farm to table, including with modern techniques. They have
farming, slaughter, food packaging, branched into specific and niche
and catering, especially in food- areasofanimal care and treatment.
safety issues,” she said. Achariyasaid Thailand had been
Opportunities will increase as accepted by consumers around the
the Asean Economic Community worldin the area offood safety, and
comes into full effect in 2015, not the supporting fundamental was
only in the region but as a spring- that the country has strong veteri-
board to other countries with which waty persontiel, Whiiave takes o
gf:igi 51 agiracitads %greements, key role in the dramatic growth of
“The most important thing is '™ ‘{%%d }]“d‘és.tr% bitref
that we have to develop ouricom- . alianc 1sla s?apentle OFFeEts
petitiveness by offering world-class €0AarY cid,rff:.mt;‘e Tep Tl};lcoun-
quality” trfy 18 a.‘tt 161 ore 1011tléls_p.e01 areas
She said six major Thai univer- R‘lan}ma 'c(:iare entl el el
sities were producing graduates in ¢ i L
veterinary medicine, namely She said the government had the
Chula]ongkorn,_ Kasqtsa.rt, .E.\v'.’[ﬂ.hl'd('.)lE vision oft]‘yi ngtopromote Thailand
Khon Kaen University, Chiang Mai  as the “Kitchen of the World". To
University, and Mahanakorn Uni- reach that vision, it needed to pro-
versity OfTechnology..Theyproduce vide strategic support to veterinar-
about 500 graduatesin the field per jans, edpecially providing world-
year. About 10 per cent of newly classeducationand facilities such as
glgadu gted veterinarians goto work laboratories and R&D.
abroad. . —I e
“There are currently more than 2O;rlyf1\[{1A ‘E“ hots"; Té]a] ,;VIEt Day
6,000 veterinarians in Thailand. Hall 7 I?flm “g,}.lf 'anTh'Ta. mpact
About 60 per cent of them have aTh’ uangt .m?}g. arﬂ. 14k
opened animal clinics, while the © SYeni 10 DOIDg: 186 1O
other 40 per cent are involved in celebrate the 100th anniversary
livestock and food-anifial busi- of veterinary education in Thai-
nesses,” said Achariya land, which will be reached next
; :
Achariya said many Thai veteri- Y¢4"
narians were developing their skills
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