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PLAN FOR CANAL BARRIERS
T0 STOP ENCROACHMENT
ON FORESTS DROPPED

JANJIRA PONGRAI

THE NATION

The Royal Forest Department has bicked off from a proposal to

form a ring of canals around each
preventingencroachment, following
villagers.

rest reserve as a means of
eriticism from themediaand

Many questions had been raised gﬁer the idea was made pub-

lic, director-general Suwit Rattana

\anee said yesterday.

“I explained that it was a simple salution to prevent encroach-
ment, [whetherencroachmentis]through plantation by villagers
or other means of'illegal acquisition. But there will be no prob-

lem, as the feedback shows that soci
idea, besides which there is no budg
posal,” he said. ,

Suwit floated another possible sol
lyhiring prospective encroacherstog
in exchange for small plots for indi
tion, and a small anhual wage.

“I have spoken to villagers and th
withsuch anidea. We may seek fundir
large businesses in the form of thei
bility schemes,” he added.

MP Naris Khamnurak, deputy he
on natural resources and the envirg

ty has not yet accepted the
it available to fund the pro-

iition to the problem, name-
uard against furtherinroads
vidual farming and planta-

ey said they could go along
1 othrough sponsorship from
 corporate social responsi-

ad of the House committee
nment, said the canal-net-

work barrier idea was a viable solutio

n, but it could not be adopt-

He said the House panel would rather support the building of

ed in all types of forest due to their t;l!iﬂ'ering landscapes.

similarbarriers surrounding wildlife reserves, whilevillagers'use
of forest reserves should not be strictly restricted, as they should
be allowed to exploit them moderat¢ly and lawfully, such as let-
ting their cattle graze in such areas.
Somphot Srikosamart, a Mahidol University lecturer, said he
supported the use of friendlylocal communities as barriers, while
as a secondary option he saw ben¢fit in turning prospective
encroachers into protectors — an idea proposed long ago by late
environmental activist Sueb Nakkasathien. )
He said Sueb’s idea was based on trust and a good relation-
ship between authorities and the lodal public, and could be fur-
ther developed into other types of cdoperation.“Paying villagers
to dig canals could create only a short-term relationship, and
would notreallyelicit their willing and substantial participation,”
he added.
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